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Puerto Rican National Guard participates in “Operation Total 
Warrior” in Panama. 


PUERTO RICO: BASE FOR US 
WAR GAMES 


Massive military manuevers called “Ocean Venture 88” 
brought 40,000 US troops to Puerto Rico and the Carib- 
bean from March 31 to April 22. The annual “exercise” 
included elements of the Air Force, Navy, Marines, Coast 
Guard and Puerto Rican Air National Guard, and used the 
huge Roosevelt Roads Naval Base in Puerto Rico. Each 
year, the manuevers include live bombing of the small 
Puerto Rican island of Vieques, producing several injuries 
and a damaged fishing industry. 

Puerto Rican religious, peace and independence 
groups have denounced the annual war games as prac- 
tice to invade a sister Latin American nation. Ocean 
Venture 81 and 82 were precise rehearsals of the 1983 
invasion of Grenada (launched from Puerto Rico). 

Meanwhile, the US military continues to use the Puerto 
Rican National Guard (PRNG) as a Spanish-speaking 
intervention force in Central America. Many young men 
are drawn by the powerful “poverty draft” to join a force 
which has been long protested in Puerto Rico. For several 
months this year, PRNG forces have joined various state 
national guard units in Honduras to construct roads for 
US military bases there. In March, a unit of Air PRNG was 
brought in to that “frontline” country to train in civil 
engineering. 

And as pressures escalate on Panama to fall into line 
with US policy, military operations there have escalated. 
Not content with its 10,000 troops permanently in that 
country—seat of the US Southern Command (which 


(continued next page) 





LOW TURNOUT IN 
US PRIMARIES 


On March 20, in a surprisingly low turnout, Puerto 
Ricans voted in the farcical US presidential primaries. 
Although Puerto Ricans can elect delegates and vote in 
the primaries, they cannot vote for the president. The 
presidential contest was of secondary importance in a 
struggle between two traditional Puerto Rican political 
parties—the Popular Democratic Party (PPD), currently 
in power, which favors continuation of the current 
colonial status of Puerto Rico, and the New Progressive 
Party (PNP), which favors statehood. The primaries 
decided which party will head Puerto Rico’s delegation 
to the Democratic national convention which is a major 
test of party strength leading to the November guberna- 
torial elections. Jesse Jackson, who had earlier supported 
independence before changing his positon to ally with 
the PDP, won the majority of the Democratic vote. Bush, 
who favors statehood, won 98% of the Republican vote, 
which numbered less that 2,000. 

Millions were spent by both the PDP and the PNP 
who expected over 1 million voters to turn out. In 1980, 
900,000 votes were cast in this primary. This year, only 
500,000 votes were cast. At this time a major analysis of 
this failure of the political parties to control the Puerto 
Rican electorate is underway. The Puerto Rican Inde- 
pendence Party which campaigned heavily against par- 
ticipation in the primaries, claimed a “moral victory.” 
Clearly, the fact that only 25% of the 2.5 million voters on 
the island turned out is a major blow to the process of 
assimilation into the US political system that the US presi- 
dential primaries represent. Of those who did vote, only 
25% chose to fill out the US presidential candidate side of 
their ballot, most voting only for the Puerto Rican 
candidates. 

The primaries come at a time when an Anti-Electoral 
Front is consolidating on the island. This Front represents 
individuals and organizations across the island and the 
Movimiento de Liberacion Nacional in the US who are 
committed to independence and seek to break Puerto 
Ricans’ identification with the US electoral system. They 
are begining to organize an island-wide boycott of the 
November election. The Front seeks to expose the 
elections as an element of US domination. The primary 
results are an indication that the political parties in Puerto 
Rico which support the status quo have no real control 
over the electorate. The situation reflects a lack of 
consensus and deep discontent on the part of Puerto 
Ricans with the electoral process in general. 


FILIBERTO OJEDA RIOS 
ATTACKS COLONIAL 
COURTS 


On March 7, 1988, 
Juan Segarra Palmer of 
the Puerto Rico 15* was 
| released from prison on 
— bail. He had been held 
since August 30, 1986, 
and except for his co- 
defendant Filiberto Ojeda 
Rios, was the longest held 
Seal eye prisoner under Preven- 
Filiberto Ojeda Rios. tive Detention in the US. 
All the other defendants in this political-legal attack on 
the Puerto Rican independence struggle were released 
after more than a year in US prisons. 

Filiberto Ojeda Rios continues to be imprisoned in 
Hartford, CT, far from his homeland. On January 26 of this 
year, Filiberto stood before a Hartford courtroom which 
was filled with supporters and contended that the US 
federal court has no jurisdiction over him or any Puerto 
Rican patriot and that his prolonged pre-trial detention is 
cruel and unusual punishment. 

Using the UN definition of terrorism, Filiberto posed 
the actions of the US all over the world against those of 


‘Fifteen Puerto Ricans were arrested on August 30, 1985 for 
allegedly expropriating $7.2 million from an armored car in 
Hartford, Connecticut. They were also accused of being a 
member of the “terrorist” armed clandestine organization, Los 
Macheteros 


SENTENCES GIVEN IN 
“CONSPIRACY TO ESCAPE” 
TRIAL 


Almost two months after the lengthy “Conspiracy to 
Escape” trial, Judge William T. Hart sentenced POW 
Oscar Lopez-Rivera, New Afrikan Political Prisoner Kojo 
Bomani-Sababu, and community activists Jaime Delgado 
and Dora Garcia on February 26th in Chicago. Judge Hart 
acknowledged that he had received many letters in 
support of Jaime and Dora. Kojo was sentenced to 5 years 
in prison and Oscar 15 years. Jaime was given 4 years 
in prison. Dora was sentenced to 3 years in prison. Dora 
remained free until April 5th, when she arrived at 
Alderson Federal Prison with a car caravan of supporters. 
She was immediately placed in segregation in Dvis Hall, 
pending transfer to Pleasanton, CA. A campaign has 
begun to place her in general population in Alderson. 

When the sentences were read, there were no smiles 
on the faces of prosecutors Gillogly and Devaney and FBI 
Agent-in-Charge Heard. After years of trying to ensare 
many Puerto Rican independence activists while spend- 





liberation struggles and, in particular, the struggle of 
Puerto Rico to be free. He listed US atrocities from the 
bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki to the attacks 
against Nicaragua. And he pointed out that “terrorism, in 
its worst manifestation, has been premeditatively instru- 
mented in Puerto Rico through all 89 years of US colonial 
rule.” As he compared this history to the actions taken in 
defense of human rights by liberation forces such as the 
Macheteros, to which the Puerto Rico 15 are accused of 
belonging, it becomes clear that “the United States 
government is the greatest representative of terrorism, 
not only in my country, but all over the world.” 
Filiberto’s final presentation took on the 
government’s other argument for not releasing him on 
bail: that he is a “danger to the community.” He said, 
‘I did resist arrest, there was a shoot-out, one of the FBI 
agents was wounded. This I have not and will not deny. 
But does this make me a danger to my community for that 
act? No!...I was in fact, exercising a right. The dignity of 
my people and the right to defend that dignity was at 
stake. Although it was an individual act, it was a clear 
manifestation of a collective right...I have ample proof of 
support from my community for that act... The only ones 
that represent a danger to my Puerto Rican community 
are the forces that have been assigned the role of main- 
taining the colonial system of exploitation intact.” 
Filiberto demanded immediate release or immediate 
trial. The judge ruled against all the motions, and Filiberto 
continues to be held in preventive detention. 





ing an exorbitant amount of money, they were unable 
to get the maximum of 15 years for each. Hardly the 
results that they had hoped for. 

The FBI wanted to criminalize the Puerto Rican inde- 
pendence movement. But after hundreds of people 
attended a high spirited demonstration right before the 
sentencing, the letters of support for the defendants 
received by Judge Hart and the relatively light sentences 
given, shows they failed to reach their objectives. 


WAR GAMES (from p. 1) 


coordinates operations in the entire Southern Hemi- 
sphere)— in March, the US brought in 650 PRNG troops, 
along with a Florida National Guard unit, for the two 
week “Operation TOTAL WARRIOR’ to practice “defense 
of the Canal Zone,” including live-fire exercises and air- 
mobile activities. Follow-up exercises are scheduled for 
May. 


New Movement Adopts New Name 


This issue of the newsletter is the second under our 
new name, the Free Puerto Rico (FPR) Committee. Why 
the change? To be honest, our old name the New 
Movement in Solidarity with Puerto Rican Independence 
and Socialism, was always quite a mouthful. Besides after 
nine years, it seemed somewhat out of date to keep 
calling ourselves the New Movement. 

However, while our name has changed, our prin- 
ciples and commitment to the Puerto Rican independ- 
ence struggle remain as strong and consistent as ever. For 
those readers just getting acquainted with us, this might 
be a good time to summarize who we are and what we 
stand for. 

In April 1979 several Puerto Rico 
solidarity committees in different 
cities came together to form the New 
Movement. This merger took place 
through the encouragement and 
leadership of the Movimiento de 
Liberacion Nacional Puertorriqueño 
(MLN), a Puerto Rican independence 
organization within the United 
States. At the time, the MLN recog- 
nized the need for a new national 
solidarity organization of North il 
Americans that could address the i NIRI 


dramatically changing reality of the Puerto Rican struggle. 

In that period of the late 1970’s, a new dimension was 
added to the Puerto Rican movement with the emergence 
of several armed clandestine guerrilla groups on the is- 
land and in the US. The US government responded to this 
development with a heavy-handed campaign of repres- 
sion. More than a dozen public activists and supporters 
of the Puerto Rican independence movement in the US 
were jailed for refusing to cooperate with federal grand 
jury witchhunts. 

It was within this climate that our organization was 
forged. Many of us had already been drawn to the issue 
of Puerto Rico out of deep admiration for the 90 year 
struggle of the Puerto Rican people against US colonial- 
ism. We also saw the political importance of the Puerto 
Rican struggle in exposing US imperialism at its naked 
worst. 

Puerto Rico is a direct colony of the US, seized in 1898 
by military invasion. Yet despite US rule for nearly a 
century, Puerto Rico remains a Spanish-speaking, Latin 
American nation. The struggle for independence began 
with the moment the first US soldier landed in 1898. Mass 
mobilizations have opposed the US military, defended 
imprisoned independentistas, and demanded protection 
for the national forest and land. Their common goal is to 
wrest control of all things Puerto Rican for the people of 
Puerto Rico. 

Their actions are complemented by the armed clan- 
destine independence organizations which during the 





past decade have carried out numerous attacks against 
the US military and corporate presence. We in the FPR 
Committee unconditionally support the right of the 
Puerto Rican people to use any means and all means 
available for winning their independence, supporting a 
strategy that incorporates both a public mass movement 
and an armed underground. 

Moreover, we believe that the Puerto Rican struggle 
has a significance that goes beyond the question of 
political independence for Puerto Rico. The fight for 
Puerto Rican independence takes place right here. It 
contributes to building a militant and progressive move- 
ment in the US. We agree with former 
FBI director William Webster, that 
Puerto Rico is the “Achilles Heel” of 
the US. 

For this reason, the US govern- 
ment uses every means at its disposal 
to try to crush the Puerto Rican move- 
ment and its supporters. In 1983, 5 
leaders associated with the MLN were 
imprisoned on criminal charges for 
refusing to collaborate with a federal 
grand jury. Later, in 1984, two 
members of our organization also 
went to prison rather than talk to a 


grand jury. We had learned a significant lesson over the 


years—you Cannot compromise your principles in the 
face of repression! 

Among the highest examples of this lesson are the 
fifteen Puerto Rican Prisoners-of-War. Though they face 
long terms of up to life in prison for their actions as Puerto 
Rican freedom fighters, they have refused to submit to US 
authority in any way. Their resistance has made them 
beloved heroes and heroines in the Puerto Rican commu- 
nity. The Free Puerto Rico Committee has received great 
inspiration from their example. We believe they repre- 
sent the character and principles and spirit that guide the 
Puerto Rican struggle and guarantee that the Puerto Rican 
nation will one day be free. 

The Free Puerto Rico Committee is an action commit- 
tee. While it is important that we educate North Ameri- 
cans about Puerto Rico, we must also take direct action 
ourselves to support the struggle. Toward this end we 
have organized many demonstrations and other actions 
over the years. During the 1980 presidential campaigns, 
we occupied Carter and Reagan campaign headquarters 
demanding freedom for the POW’s. During the annual 
spring military maneuvers, we occupied Navy ships in 
three cities to protest war games in Puerto Rico. And 
many times over the past nine years, we have gone to the 
gates of different prisons to demand freedom for leaders 
of the independence movement. 

We hate colonialism and imperialism. We will keep 
struggling until Puerto Rico is free. Join us. 


International Women's Day 


WOMEN MARCH TO SHUT DOWN LEXINGTON 


Over 300 Bay Area women converged on 
Pleasanton Federal Prison on March Sth for Inter- 
national Women’s Day (AWD), “A Celebration of 
Women’s Resistance.” Sistah Boom, a women’s 
percussion group, led off the march along a one- 
mile stretch of fence, which women and children 
festooned with scores of colorful signs proclaiming | 
their demands: “Free all political prisoners and |f 
prisoners of war! Shut down the Lexington Control 
Unit and all Control Units!* Stop racist attacks § 
behind bars and on the streets! Fight for women’s 
and lesbian liberation!” The demonstrators carried 
beautiful portraits of many of the 25 women politi- 
cal prisoners in the US, including Puerto Rican tte 
POW’s Haydeé Torres, Lucy Rodriguez, Dylcia | 
Pagan, and Carmen Valentin, and North American 
anti-imperialists Laura Whitehorn and Linda Evans, 
all held at Pleasanton prison. 






International Women's Day—San Francisco. 
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Pleasanton is only an hour away from San Francisco, 
yet completely surrounded by a large military base and 
not even shown on maps. Public consciousness of the 
prison and political prisoners was minimal. To break 
through this isolation, the IWD Coalition carried out a 
highly successful media campaign and also organized car 
caravans to create a visible presence in neighboring 
towns. The demonstrators reached across the prison 
walls by releasing a thirty-foot-long banner suspended 
from brightly colored helium balloons. Propelled by a 
favorable wind, the message “Free Our Sisters” floated 
high into the blue sky, directly toward the prison itself. 

A representative of Women Against Imperialism 
denounced a new Bureau of Prison policy, “security 
purity” which will leave only three federal women’s 
prison remaining: low security prisons for “good” women 
at Alderson, West Virginia and Lexington, Kentucky, and 
a new high security control unit for “bad women” at 
Marianna, Florida. Political prisoners are the first women 
to be designated to Marianna. This massive reshuffling 
began with the sudden transfer of 300 women from 
Pleasanton to institutions from North Dakota to Oregon, 


*The Lexington Control Unit is an underground behav- 
ior modification unit built in November 1986 to house women 
political prisoners. It makes systematic use of sensory depriva- 
tion, extreme isolation, and sexual humiliation. 





to establish an independent socialist society. 


Free Puerto Rico Committee is a national organization that works to develop understanding and support for the 
struggle of the Puerto Rican people—invaded and seized by the US military in 1898—to liberate their nation and 


San Francisco—3543 18th St. #17, S.F., CA 94110 (415)561-9055 
Chicago—Box 295, 2520 N. Lincoln, Chicago, IL 60614 (312) 278-6706 
New York—POB 022512,Cadman Plaza, Brooklyn, NY 11202-0052 (212)243-0202 
WE NEED YOU! 


scattering prisoner-mothers hundreds of miles from their 
children and families. The demonstration ended with a 
ceremony in which women burned symbols of oppres- 
sion: magazine photos of scantily clad, skinny “perfect” 
women; armed forces recruitment literature, and even a 
US flag. 

In New York, over 150 people attended a February 20 
forum, sponsored by the Women’s Committee to Close 
the Lexington Control Unit and the Free Puerto Rico 
Committee, to hear the powerful testimonies of women 
— South African, Puerto Rican and North American — 
about psychological torture in prison. The two groups 
mobilized 200 people, mostly women on March 5 for a 
Manhattan march and rally demanding closure of the 
Lexington Control Unit. After stopping to honor the 150 
women workers killed in the 1911 Triangle Shirtwaist 
Factory fire, the march proceeded to Metropolitan 
Correctional Center, where several political prisoners are 
being held. A rally there heard inspiring statements from 
women representing a wide range of national liberation 
movements. 

To receive a copy of a booklet of statements from 
the prisoners and women’s organizations around the 
world, send $3 to Women Against Imperialism, 3543 18th 
St. #14, San Francisco, CA 94110. 








